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Tém tit

Idioms are crucial in both teaching and learning Chinese language. They have even become a standard for assessing
Chinese language proficiency, especially in the process of writing. The accurate use of idioms is an extremely effective
skill for improving writing. By utilizing idioms correctly, one can express viewpoints more vividly and enhance the
persuasiveness of a paper. This article starts from the grammatical structure of idioms and aims to help test-takers establish
a correct writing mindset, such as opening paragraphs, supporting/ extending paragraphs, and conclusion paragraphs. The
article also classifies 114 idioms from the test outline into different situations in various paragraphs, providing examples
of sentence construction to help test-takers understand the meaning of idioms and their correct usage. Based on previous
exam question types, the author introduces relevant idioms in 11 exam themes to help test-takers establish a correct idiom
database. To enhance the visual effect of idioms, the author also provides a comparison of before and after of the use of
idioms to strengthen the effectiveness of using idioms. Obviously, the role of idioms in writing cannot be ignored.

Keywords: idiom, writing, HSK test, improve.
Abstract

Thanh ngir ¢6 vai tro quan trong trong viéc day va hoc tiéng Trung. Chung tham chi con trd thanh tiéu chuén dé danh gia
trinh d¢ ngdn ngit, dic biét 1a k¥ ning viét. Thanh ngir 1a mot cong cu cyc ky hiéu qua giup néng cao ky nang nay. St
dung thanh ngir mgt cach chinh xac co thé giup nguoi viét thé hién quan diém mot cach sinh dong hon, dong thoi ting
tinh thuyét phuc ciia bai viét. Bai bio nay phan tich ciu tric ngir phép cua thanh ngit dé gitp thi sinh hinh thanh tu duy
viét dang, vi du nhu biét cach m& dau doan vin, chimg minh quan diém hay mé rong 1ap luan, va cach viét phan két ludn.
Bai viét con phén loai 114 thanh ngit trong bai thi thanh cac cau khac nhau ¢ cac doan vén khac nhau, dua ra cac vi du vé
cach xdy dung cau dé giup thi sinh hiéu duoc y nghia cua thanh ngit va sir dung chiing mét cach dung dén. Dya trén cac
dang cdu hoi trong nhitng ky thi trudc, tac gia gidi thidu cac thanh ngir c6 lién quan trong 11 chii d& thi nhdm gitp thi
sinh x4y dyng co s dit liéu thanh ngit chinh xac. Dé c¢6 cai nhin rd rang hon vé thanh ngit, tac gia da so sanh tinh hiéu
qua cua viéc dién dat true va sau khi sir dung thanh ngir, ddng thoi khing dinh vai tro ciia thanh ngit trong van viét 1a
rat rd rang va khong thé bo qua.

Tir khéa: thanh ngi, viét, ky thi HSK, nang cao.
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1. Introduction

Writing is the best way to demonstrate one's
mastery of a language and it reflects the
comprehensive ability of foreign language
learners. The improvement of writing skills is
the result of various factors, such as grammar,
vocabulary, accumulation of argumentative
materials, and coherence of article structure.
With the improvement of Chinese proficiency,
writing has become an important criterion to test
learners' abilities. So, how to improve writing
skills always causes confusion. Among many
standards for the level of language proficiency, |
believe the accurate and skillful use of idioms is
one of the undoubtedly one.

Chinese idioms are fixed phrases that are
traditionally used, have rich meanings, and are
written in a formal style. They occupy a pivotal
position in modern Chinese. Their expressive
power is higher than that of general words, and
their structure is fixed and concise, with rich
connotations. They are widely used not only in
excellent literary works, newspapers and
magazines but also in daily oral and written
communication. Learning Chinese idioms is an
indispensable part of mastering Chinese
comprehensively, communicating,  writing
fluently and authentically with Chinese people.
In the views of most Chinese learners, idioms in
Chinese are profound and unattainable. In
modern Chinese, disyllabic words are dominant.
Starting from the primary stage of learning
Chinese for international learners, they have
gradually become accustomed to this feature.
However, in terms of form, most idioms come
from ancient books and classics, and are mainly
based on the "four-character format." In terms of
meaning, due to the influence of ancient
Chinese, they are generally composed of "one
word, one meaning" in the four-character
format. Some idioms have not only literal
meanings but also profound “implications.”

However, for Chinese learners, idioms are more
like putting four unrelated morphemes together,
even if they can understand the literal meaning
of idioms based on acquired knowledge. It is
difficult to comprehend the extended and
metaphorical meanings of idioms. The relatively
fixed structure format of idioms and the specific
cultural connotations behind them make the
acquisition of idioms a difficult part of the
Chinese learning process. Even many Chinese
learners have a fear of learning idioms and often
adopt avoidance strategies even after acquiring
certain idioms. Therefore, learning Chinese
idioms has become a major challenge in the
vocabulary learning process for international
learners. Correct use of idioms requires
accumulation and familiarity.

In the process of preparing for the HSK test,
the writing section usually does not have
answers, which makes it difficult for candidates
to self-test the writing part. Therefore, providing
students with some writing materials is an
effective way to improve their writing skills.

2. The origin and structure of idioms

Idioms are fixed phrases formed through
long-term usage and refinement in the Chinese
language. They are language units that are more
expressive than individual words in meaning and
have a grammatical function similar to that of
words. Idioms are also rich in profound thoughts
and are concise, memorable, and easy to use.
They often carry emotional connotations,
including negative and positive implications,
and some are neutral.

The structure of idioms is tight, and their
word order cannot be arbitrarily changed, nor
can their components be substituted, exchanged,
or added. Most idioms consist of four characters,
but there are also some that have three or more
characters, and some are divided into two parts
separated by a comma, like “ N TEIZLE, WA
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1T, Idioms originate from ancient classics,
works, historical stories, and oral traditions.

Idioms are a prominent feature of Chinese
traditional culture, with fixed structural forms
and expressions that convey a certain meaning.
In a sentence, idioms are used as a whole and
perform the functions of subject, object,
attributive, and so on. A large part of idioms has
been passed down from ancient times and
represents a story or allusion. Some idioms are

Table 1. Grammatical classification of idioms

even mini-sentences. Idioms are a kind of ready-
made language, similar to idiomatic expressions
and proverbs, but with some differences.

2.1. Grammatical structure of idioms

Due to the large number and the fact that each
of the four characters in an idiom has its own
meaning, idioms have a complex structural
feature. The following is a rough outline of their
structure [*2;

Type of structure Examples
Subject-predicate idioms FZRIEHX., BREA. WERT. TREH
Compound subject -predicate r e
dioms oS XWE. AEEL. TERE  SHES
o HOHE. XSS, ROMB. WETA.
Compound verb-object idioms .
MOmE. X=%M
Compound noun-verb idioms HOKRE., mRiLE. RmwKA
Compound verb-verb idioms RYRH. BEAEEF
. BEES. DETEH. FHTE. EMEF.
Verb-complement idioms .
OELINRR. BT
—— FIWFK, EEFE. ERRF. WA,
Coordinate idioms .
ZHHBHE
Attributive idioms B, HIRNL
Consecutive idioms WIREFE. kFEE
Causal idioms KEAZFE. KERH

2.2. Classification of idioms in common HSK
test

Idioms express complex meanings in the
most concise language. If Chinese learners can
use idioms skillfully in their writing,
undoubtedly, it helps to improve their writing
skills and the level of their articles. In order to
enable students to accurately master and use
Chinese idioms, the author has classified and
summarized common Chinese idioms, making it
easier for students to remember and use them.

The New HSK Vocabulary (2012 Revised
Edition) B¢ mentions 114 idioms. There is no
doubt that paragraphs are extremely important in
the writing process. It can be said that if one
cannot write paragraphs, one cannot write
articles. Except for the special opening and
closing paragraphs, a typical paragraph has a
structure of a  topic  sentence @+
supporting/extending sentence + conclusion
sentence. In other words, each paragraph of the
main argument of an article adopts this structure.
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Based on writing habits and the difficulty of  paragraph, the 114 idioms mentioned in the
HSK writing, if a paper is divided into three  outline can be roughly classified, and with the
paragraphs: an opening paragraph, a supporting/  help of some examples, students can better
extending paragraph, and a conclusion  understand how to use idioms in writing.

Table 2. The position and examples of idioms in writing
HSK test

idioms
AFTRES | AFTRER, A B A AN o] 2RI
&5 Rk |85 Rk, RisRA L E,
ARG | PR ZAARLE .
EART | RN BREARFEARET.
BRI | RE SO, ERRSIR.
HERE | FEIMERA R A2 R E A
overaon | somences | B4R | FHI—ARLIER,
A RTE | FRAIX G H R AN R TE Y
SATUEH | XA A AR AA A, A I !
AHRE VLR T — AT UL 1 o
B | S EE DA TSR
Rk | ERBGRIRG, TEFRZEZRIBZ R,
PR | REH T —APRO MR R.
MERZL | TR A A AT
MEEE) | WNBE IS .
O HBR | Jo0 T 17 b R AE 55 (1 4 )
WRES | NHERES), A R b
NDERE | N TRITIREAMRR, BRI T 5.
AR | RIS KR DL .
PHENE | WrEIXNMEE, RS RIEEIE.
AR | EER S, REEEEARE AT AL
WL | ELREEER, BER,
A ET | FAEER B SOKREAE R
R EIZE | RIFT —KYIRIE, AR R 5 o

Paragraph Sentences Sentences for HSK writing

Whole Describe
paragraph emotions
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RET | B EEERE T, iR ST
FEAEARTT | BRAERLSE MO, oh S S0V OBAEARAT -
ML | U AR, AR SRR
FEHN | B E SN SR,
TRIKPEE | IR T BRI 2
SAUUE | oA LLEHE A HSK S i,
EEK | B, i Lk,
FHTE | MR TR AT T 2.
TRATR | W45 T, —BITRITRIRET
FTEEU | NET TR, AR5 KA.
W%y | DU M5 R R RS Y
AL | RARSZIEMEN, A, AR,
BRI | WOR—IE R LAE S,
Supporting/ Beginning of LSS AT, REE SR ER. ~
extending | ot o EHFROEVWIRERE T, T2 0L ERR
paragraph MYERE | o
BERRR | SEANEREEA TR, BERRIR .
VRV | TR VR M S T I R
TR | EFATRORE MR, RAYE T 5.
JEEZ M | B4R A S AR
BREEM | REHBR LI — I,
ARTTH | i, A Re i ilimik.
BT | RETAT IR T iR A
Sftpeﬂ(éritnigg/ Process of | TR | —FRIRWEHT, B FIZE QL AR K
paragraph | 11 Plot BERY | WM R B
REFB | bl TiAFE S AT ERR,
BTG | BT o e i b [ O 02E, & T RINT
GOIE | BEE, AT RE KRS
SR | AR ERE, RS N, SR
TERPHE | S RRER W, — N,
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TG | XRMORE Y5, AT
RETBI | SR B S 2 S A AT AT LAk
Lk | ALk, RAZE.
PO | AT AR B ACH A T A R R
FFRE R | FRATERIE T O R MR R
IR | SRR TR BT 45 B
H# AR | REAHR R A A %, 4N H AR,
AL | BARIRIE T B, (IR E
— SR | RS — A
SHEN | R S B E.
BHARZE | RERITMEA G %R R
RATANED | T A%, RHTa S H T
KanoRoRs | R AR 2 RORE A PE A IR 35T
BOFRE | ARSI S T R R TR
FHE | T HE ST LR .
EEAL | IS LA R AT RO

_ BEHAT | R EEE AT .

fftpe%ritnlgg/ E;f;gge;f;?n WAL | RIEB B T .

paragraph TRENS | SERAMBE, HEREA .
BesRRHE | FebAKAE, LTFWA T E.
KR | MBTER 2T 5K R E R
P | RIOTFHEL I E T,
TEREFT S | 48 R S M B8 T 50 5
Fbhlr | TAFOE MR TRk TR,
AR | IR IRAOTRE R, Bk s
R %ﬁ%ﬁ@%%,ML%%%%%,E%%Lﬁ
el | A TR, AR RS

S)l:tr;rr)]?jztr:gg/ Conclusion | ZFTHHEHE | FAAFAEL OA2E HIR H AR .

paragraph | SEMENCES | wmittsr | R ARSI RFE T
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RN | HSRREITOL, HE .

IR | A SRR e SR

AR | MR BONIER, A KE .

ATRM | B TR AR,

AR | T MR, BT, R AR

WRES | N TEAER, WRAS, GBS,

THILIE | BRI

EREK | QMR ATHRT SR

BRHES | UMUK AR IS HE L

PRI | e, (R RTE T .

PB4 | MR AR B AL

SHRR | SRS, BRI I

GEA | RIS, BB I EAR .

BRIT | BAAEFAERRR, ORI,

SRR | fl B B

PAELA | BRI, FEIE RS,

CELS | ISERE, CELER, LA

NIARS | BT AL, e R

REAM | AR 5 E KA.

WA | SRR AT B

TR | SPGB, PO AR
Whole Describe CHIR '%#ﬁﬁ’#ET%°\ —
prsgaph | evionment | gy | 1T BRI A LRI AL

MR | MW TR

FFTAAR | RIS A IR R

(ETiE | S TAEERE, 5 5E ARAk.

EHER | SRS R, HAREAE.
el UREUR | TSI, SRR E R B .

BIEZ

T 2, XA AR AR K
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3. The clever use of idioms in HSK test
composition types

3.1. Writing section test questions and
requirements for the New HSK test

The writing section of the New HSK Level 5
test consists of three major questions:
completing sentences, writing key words, and
writing based on pictures. There is a total of 10
questions, numbered 91-100, with a total score
of 100 points. The test primarily assesses
students' writing abilities in areas such as
sentence formation and short essay writing.

The writing section of the New HSK Level 6
test consists of an abbreviation. The requirement
is for students to compress a 1000-word article

into a short essay of approximately 400 words,
while maintaining the main content and genre of
the original text. The Level 6 abbreviation test
places high demands on language organization
and refinement, as well as coherence and
cohesion skills.

This article refers to Appendix | of the
General Syllabus for International Chinese
Language Teaching!®l "Suggestions on Topics
and Contents of Chinese Language Teaching"
and combines with the commonly tested
question types in the HSK testl! to roughly
classify commonly used idioms into 11
categories, as shown in the table below.

Table 3. Classification of common idioms by topics in writin

Topics Idioms

1. Personal quality

S i
I fEs AN E
S8 RN
SCRMAY
B
UKIE B

BRI
HEIEETE
[LA=pLECS
IXUEE il
PHRIEZE

3 Sk YA T

VSRR
ANEABE
7R
FHE L
FHS A L

FrZ LUH
R N
HH IR
RSZEZN
JEiEH 5

B A
JGELE AN
[EZNEREN
BANK.
ANE ] 2%

R SR
2> 5O
C VAT
JRRELEL |
L FET

2. Emotion and
attitude

A BN
T EEEN
SRRV N
H AL I

SHRT

W

P
SRR 22N
EI SN
JEIFHREE

DFHANE |
HRBUT
Pzl N
RJEE M

DAL
R ZEZE
NIRRT
RKJE B

B ER
JREA AL
G |
H e R

TSN/
RATARIG
T S IR
0 7 S

3. Physical and
mental health

e B MK

HE TR

GG

TEAEFT R

A&

4. Social interaction

LN
YRYRTTAR «

R 1

v
BT,
ETHT

IE I .
WS SN

ZoHIR.

fb2x 2y
HE 5 T

PURZS IV
£ 51518

14 AR
A

H R
WA NE

5. Food culture

TRAT PRI |

ESUREFZN

AR




Li Xia / Tap chi Khoa hoc & COng nghé Pai hoc Duy Tan 01(62) (2024) 163-174

171

6. Cooperation

ESHESTE

AN 52,

ANFFE

Froetam,

0 g

7. Bustling scene

BN 242N
BRI H

LEY/ RPN

EREC IR

NRNAE,

PNIIPIN5N

EZZANTN

AR

8. Tourism and
scenery

FEAREL
Kotk 44,

P 2,
AN

HiiEH

S UH (N
A LA

3R TN
Tl K

BT

GIESPEFNN

9. Study

TR
WAL -
BAAE
EPALD N

FMIAR
JF6A4 1
ESET A
Ji4 B

HA 9
SR
.
L

MERER.
e Kot
HaEANE
HAH &R

bV R N
KBRS
Hgug 4,
TV ESIEETN

TS
G402 10
AR
ST

10. The beauty of
nature

T R R
FRORIE K
JIEET4,
SRR
i LK
JIEET 4L,

RSN
IR S
G/
BN
FACNER
(AR TN

FRRAETT
EE N
e aanlEN
IR —f,
SRELUNTA |
NS E]

B WAL |
VKR 5 4
iR
BOCHA
ELLE PN

TN
FEANEH
EAEFTI
i BIRITREIN
JIRF

FUH 5 %
FICHHYE
1A R
L BHIK T
[ERi= 98

11.Values and

NTZSE,

WA
FlEfR 4

Fr Ak 4,
TRNEHE,

a0 i G
TNFE

THE 513,
THRZAT,

—REREK
/(S Yl AN

concepts

= MNTRBAERIN NS, AR AREHW, 28l
s VR RZ . —EZHET R, HZHETR

3.2. Question type - Picture writing

Picture writing is an important question type
in the HSK 5 writing section. To show how
idioms are used in different types of picture
writing, this article provides explanations for
three commonly tested question types, like
character writing, health writing, and rules
writing.

3.2.1. Character writing

Describing a character based on a picture is a
common writing task that often appears in the
tests. In this type of writing, having a clear
writing process is crucial. To organize the
process, we can follow these steps:

Step 1, Give the protagonist a name. The
character can be yourself or you can use a
common name such as Xiaomei/J»3&, Xiaofang
/NF5, XiaoliZh2s, or Ms. Chen[%#%+ for
women, and Xiaoming/JNBH, Xiaowang/NE,
Mr. ZhaoiX 4= for men. If the character is a
typical Westerner, you can use names like Mary
or Jack.

Step 2, Determine the time (as long as it
makes sense), the location, other people present,
what they are doing, and their emotions.

Step 3, Use the "topic sentence + story plot +
conclusion™ writing framework.

Step 4, Search for relevant idioms in your
mind.
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H51001 H51002 H 51553

Figure 1. Picture writing of past tests realted to communication

After organizing the first three steps, the > BEFORE : HFiAIA 28 .

appropriate |.d|om.s can bfe used in the fourth step. > AFTER: FUTIRIA 7 M i EE0k
Anyhow, this article will focus on the use of

idioms in different types of writing both before A S Gt if Bk
and after using idioms. There are some examples AN S A1 AR
of figure 1. TN ANZS v A TE TS AN
1) When expressing the happy state of the FOTHAIA W A E e 2 T
character SRR v
HYWN R AN T AL B TR T MR
> BEFORE: /MEIRTF Lo e
> AFTER: /METELAF T 2F 25 - A TLH VR 8 AL I R R T
AINETFFO R AL 4) When interview happens (H51553)
ANEJE TR LA DL > BEFORE: i1 4 K #3% HLL &3 R o
2) When expressing sadness > AFTER: fii4 F7E8% sl & i)
> BEFORE: it & b LR AL LA LS Y UYIVAS N
> AFTER: #JCHGHT R > MELLAR 1o 3.2.2. Health writing
It — BRASHR A AE TR DK The topic of health is also a common type of

3) When express talking with someone HSK tests. Pay attention to the idioms used in
(H51001) illness and low mood.

? 4
&% 2 7

[ {

= |
s N

H51552 H51221 H51448

Figure 2. Picture writing of past tests related to illness
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1) A perspective on health
> BEFORE: fiHexf & — M Ok BJEHARIR E
HH

2o
> AFTER: {3 ) 52 A A 5 1 o
fHExT TATN B — AN B REE

2) Expressing care from doctors and family
(H51552)

> BEFORE: TRURUAN T, A FEF M
y HEARLD.,

> AFTER: ZEAMMIE T2y, ME AL
AN BB > F ARG K A ke 2,

3) Common cold symptoms (H51221)

> BEFORE: Mi'E 1, kA&, ik,

> AFTER: MbIRE'EVE B » HEHHZERE
AT SRR ST

4) Emotional
(H51448)

> BEFORE: MRS IH 4T 1o

> AFTER: Wb BRI fsi-a- $rim R 5, 9
TR (RN =

expression after illness

3.2.3. Rules writing

H50000

H51008

Figure 3. Picture writing of past tests related to prohibition

1) Emotional after illness

(H50000)
» BEFORE: iXx 2% |- 4444,
> AFTER: 2 F9faibsd, —H T %,

2) Emotional
(H51008)

> BEFORE: Z& 1WA

> AFTER: U} &5, WA F 1.

3) Emotional expression after illness

> BEFORE: ik, fhazstipk, REZ,

> AFTER: R FTAHT, AR KIE B4
LA

Of course, using idioms is not a case of the
more the better, nor is it necessary to add them.

expression

expression after illness

However, in an 80-100 word essay, if used
accurately, 1-3 idioms can be excellent. The
concise and expressive nature of idioms will be
particularly evident in short essays.

4. Conclusion

Idioms are a characteristic of Chinese culture
and a national treasure of the Chinese language.
They often consist of four concise characters but
convey profound meanings. This article is
geared towards the writing test at the HSK5-6
level, and skillful use of idioms is believed to
play a crucial role in improving writing skills in
both the test and future writing. The first step in
using idioms is to correctly understand the
words. By combining each character's meaning
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with the 11 grammatical structures of idioms,
one can accurately understand their meaning.
Secondly, the author attempts to help test-takers
establish a writing pattern, such as creating a
hierarchical structure for paragraphs and
dividing writing into opening paragraph,
supporting/  extending  paragraph, and
conclusion paragraph. The author also groups
114 outline idioms, constructs sentences, and
helps readers understand their correct usage.
Additionally, the author categorizes common
test questions into 11 types, finds relevant
idioms, and helps readers build an idiom library.
Finally, by demonstrating the use of idioms
before and after common test questions, the
author enhances test-takers' ability to write using
idioms.
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